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ONLINE FLIGHT PLANNER TUTORIAL 

This is a short tutorial on how to use the Online Flight Planner (http://www.ofplan.net).  
As the program is continously updated, this information may not be up to date. 
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BECAUSE THE PROGRAM IS LICENSED FREE OF CHARGE, THERE IS NO WARRANTY FOR THE PROGRAM, TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY 
APPLICABLE LAW. I PROVIDE THE PROGRAM "AS IS" WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT 
NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. THE ENTIRE RISK AS TO 
THE QUALITY AND PERFORMANCE OF THE PROGRAM IS WITH YOU. SHOULD THE PROGRAM PROVE DEFECTIVE, YOU ASSUME THE COST OF 
ALL NECESSARY SERVICING, REPAIR OR CORRECTION. YOU SHALL NOT USE THIS PROGRAM FOR REAL-LIFE FLIGHTPLANNING. 

This document was written by: 
 
GRILL Christian 
office@ofplan.net 
 
and 
 
BLASCHEGG Judith 
judith.blaschegg@ofplan.net 
 
 
This information is free. There is no copyright on any of the contents of this document
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HOW TO USE THE ROUTE MAKER 
 
EXAMPLE 1 – EDDM-FAJS 
 
This example shows how to create a route from EDDM (MUNICH, GERMANY) to FAJS (JOHANNESBURG INTL, SOUTH 
AFRICA). 
In this particular case the departure airport (EDDM) has SIDs (Standard Instrument Departures)  and the arrival airport has 
STARs (Standard Terminal Arrivals).  
Click on „Route Maker“ in the main menu and enter EDDM in the FROM> box and FAJS in the TO> box. 
 

 

If you don’t know the ICAO identifier of the airport, click on the arrow next to the box to search the 
database. 

 

 
  

 

You can also directly enter a route in the lower box without entering a departure or destination airport/fix.
If you want to modify a route already stored in the database, click on Load RTE. 

 
Now click on GO>>. The Route Maker should now look like the following screenshot 
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The ROUTE> section now shows the filed route. For the time it’s EDDM DCT FAJS. EDDM is underlined and means that this is 
our active waypoint: The Route Builder and the Route Finder take the active waypoint as their starting point. 
The TO GO> section shows the TRUE TRACK and remaining Distance from our active waypoint to the destination. 
 
As we don’t want to fly directly from EDDM to FAJS we will plan a route now.  
 
In this example our departure airport (EDDM) has 49 SIDs in the database and our destination (FAJS) has 13 STARs. As both 
airports have a SID and a STAR we can use the Route Finder to select the most suitable SID and STAR. Click on Route Finder. 
It should say: Find route from EDDM APT to FAJS APT. Now click GO>> 
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Route Finder selected the TULSI ONE SIERRA (TULS1S) of runway 26L in EDDM as our departure route. The arrival is the 
OKLIN TWO BRAVO of runway 21L in FAJS. If you like this route click Append. 
 

 
 
The route would be complete now. If you like to change the departure runway for any reason, click on EDDM DEPARTURES. As 
we already planned a route, the Route Maker only shows EDDM departures to TULSI INT. If desired you can now select another 
departure route. The present departure route is replaced automatically. 
 

 
 
 

 

You can now click Dispatch>> (or Continue>> if you chose EDIT in the dispatch menu) to use this 
route for your flightplan. 
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You can add the route to your stored routes by clicking Save RTE 

 
 
EXAMPLE 2 – EGPD-KORD (VIA NORTH ATLANTIC TRACKS) 
 
This example shows how to plan a route from EGPD (LECHA WALESY APT, POLAND) to KORD (CHICAGO OHARE INTL 
APT, UNITED STATES) via a NORTH ATLANTIC TRACK (NAT). As these tracks change daily, we have to enter them 
manually. Tracks are available for example at: http://www.natroutes.glideslope.de/html/nats.php3  
In this example we take the following NAT C from DEC26:  
 
C SOMAX 49/20 47/30 45/40 44/50 BOBTU JAROM 
EAST LVLS NIL 
WEST LVLS 310 320 330 340 350 360 370 380 390 
EUR RTS WEST GIPER 
NAR N48E N54E- 
 
In this particular case the departure airport (EGPD) has NO SIDs (Standard Instrument Departures)  but the arrival airport has 
STARs (Standard Terminal Arrivals).  
Click on „Route Maker“ in the main menu and enter EGPD in the FROM> box and KORD in the TO> box and click GO>>. 
 

 
 
As the departure airport does not have any departure routes, you have to plan to the initial fix after departure. Click on Direct To 
and select a fix. As a reference you can use the shown track (253°) in the TO GO> section.  
In our example we select the KRT VOR/DME as our initial fix. 
 
Now we use the ROUTE FINDER to find the shortest route to our OCEANIC ENTRY POINT (SOMAX). Click on ROUTE 
FINDER, select SOMAX as your destination fix and click GO>>.  
 
Your screen should look like the next screenshot.  

No EGPD departures 
in database
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If this route conforms to your expectation click Append to add it to the filed ROUTE>. 
 
Now switch to the ROUTE EDITOR to enter the NORTH ATLANTIC TRACK. 
In order that the programm accepts the NAT, we have to modify it as shown below. 
 
Original NAT: 
C SOMAX 49/20 47/30 45/40 44/50 BOBTU JAROM 
 
Modified NAT: 
SOMAX DCT 4920N DCT 4730N DCT 4540N DCT 4450N DCT BOBTU DCT JAROM 
 

 

It is very important to enter a DCT between every fix. 

 

 

You can ommit 
DCT KORD 
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Now click Update. If all entries are correct, no error message should occur. Click KORD ARRIVALS to show all arrival routes 
(STARs) to KORD.  
 

 
 
 

 

If you click on the fix identifier, the ROUTE FINDER shows up with that fix as destination. 

 
 

Fixes with arrival 
routes to KORD 

Name(s) of arrival 
route(s) to KORD

Track from fix to 
KORD
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As we want to arrive via the FNT VOR/DME click on FNT. 
 

 
 
As we can see now, JAROM INT has no outgoing airways. So we have to file another direct. File direct MURLO, then direct to 
LOMPI.  
 
Now click GO>> to find a route from LOMPI to FNT. After a few seconds the ROUTE FINDER shows the shortest route between 
these two waypoints. Click Append.  
 

 
 
To select an arrival route, click KORD ARRIVALS, then PMM4.ALL next to FNT.  
 
The route is complete now.  
 
Please don´t forget to save the route to make it available to other users.  
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HOW TO MAKE A FLIGHTPLAN 
 
ACRONYMS 
 
ACFT> AIRCRAFT Registration of the aircraft. Must be stored in your FLEET section. 

ALT CTL> ALTITUDE CONTROL Either plan with step climbs (2000ft or 4000ft) or at a fixed 
flightlevel. 

ALTN 1> ALTERNATE 1 Primary destination ALTERNATE. Enter ‚2HR’ for island reserve 
planning 

ALTN 2> ALTERNATE 2 Secondary destination ALTERNATE.  

ALTN1 FLPN> ALTERNATE 1 FLIGHTPLAN Route from the planned destination to the primary alternate 

ALTN2 FLPN> ALTERNATE 2 FLIGHTPLAN Route from the planned destination to the secondary alternate 

ATC FLPN> ATC FLIGHTPLAN The filed route 

CARGO> CARGO Total weight of CARGO. 

CLB> CLIMB MODE Planned CLIMB MODE. 

CONT> CONTINGENCY FUEL Amount of CONTINGENCY FUEL in minutes. 

CRZ> CRUISE MODE Planned CRUISE MODE. 

DESC> DESCEND MODE Planned DESCEND MODE. 

DISP NAME> DISPACHER´S NAME  

DIST> DISTANCE DISTANCE from origin airport to destination airport along the filed 
route. 

DOW> DRY OPERATING WEIGHT Weight of aircraft without usable fuel and payload. 

ETP> EQUAL TIME POINT 
ALTERNATES  

FLIGHT> FLIGHT NUMBER Airline code plus number of the flight 

FLPN RMKS> FLIGHTPLAN REMARKS  

FLTLVL> FLIGHTLEVELS Select either ODD or EVEN or AUTO. 

FROM> FROM Origin airport. 

HOLDTIME> HOLDING TIME Amount of holding fuel in minutes. 

MLDW> MAX LANDING WEIGHT  MAX LANDING WEIGHT at the destination airport 

MTOW> MAX TAKE-OFF WEIGHT MAX TAKE-OFF WEIGHT at the origin airport 

PAX> NR OF PASSENGERS NR OF PASSENGERS in first/business/economy class. 

RD ALTN FLPN> REDISPATCH ALTERNATE 
FLIGHTPLAN 

Route from your initial release destination to the initial release 
alternate 

RD ALTN> REDISPATCH ALTERNATE Initial release destination alternate 

RD FLPN> REDISPATCH FLIGHTPLAN Route from the REDISPATCH FIX to the initial release destination 

RDA> REDISPATCH AIRPORT Initial release destination 

RDF> REDISPATCH FIX  

RLS FUEL> RELEASE FUEL Fuel on board before engine start 

RRPCT> ROUTE RESERVE IN PERCENT Amount of ROUTE RESERVE FUEL in percent of trip fuel 

RRTIME> MINIMUM ROUTE RESERVE 
TIME Minimum time to be able to fly with the ROUTE RESERVE 

T/O ALTN> TAKE-OFF ALTERNATE  

TAXITIME> TAXI TIME TAXI TIME in minutes 

TO> TO Destination airport 

TYPE> TYPE Aircraft type 

UNITS> UNITS Either KG for kilograms or LB for pounds 
 
 
FLIGHTPLANNING TIPS 
 

o You must at least enter an aircraft in the ACFT> section and a route in the ATC FLPN> section to enable the Calculate 
button. 

o You can directly load a route without entering data in the FROM> or TO> section. 
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SAMPLE FLIGHTPLAN 1 (EDDM-FAJS) 
 
In this sample we will plan a flight from EDDM (MUNICH, GERMANY) to FAJS (JOHANNESBURG INTL, SOUTH AFRICA) using 
the route from EXAMPLE 1. 
 
Go to STORED ROUTES; enter: Select Flightplan # 729 
 
 

 
 
Now ATC FLPN> should show our route from EDDM to FAJS. The FROM> and TO> section are filled out automatically. 
As long as there is no aircraft specified in the ACFT> section (1) and no route in the ATC FLPN> section (2) the Calculate 
button (3) is disabled. 
 
Now enter the registration of the aircraft you want to fly with. If you do not have an aircraft in the database, you can add one now.  
In this example the aircraft’s registration is D-ABCD (1). All calculations are done in Kilograms (2). 
 

 

1 

2 

3

1 2
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Now we have to enter our alternate airport in the ALTN1> section. Let’s take FAWK (WATERKLOOF AFB) as our primary 
alternate. 
 

 

If you are not sure which alternate to take, click on the arrow next to the ALTN1> box to see all airports 
in the vicinity of your destination. 

 
Let’s also take some passengers (PAX>) and Cargo (CARGO>). Now we have to decide which planning rules we want to use:  
 
ICAO   5%, but at least 5 minutes, ROUTE RESERVE of TRIP FUEL  30 minutes Holding Fuel 
US DOM (US Domestic) NO ROUTE RESERVE, 15 minutes CONTINGENY FUEL  45 minutes Holding Fuel 
US FLAG  10% but at least 10 minutes, ROUTE RESERVE of TRIP FUEL  30 minutes Holding Fuel 
 
In this example we use ICAO rules. 
 
Click Calculate. The whole flightplan is calculated now (This may take some time).  
As soon as all calculations are completed, the Summary and the Flightplan buttons become enabled. 
 
 
FLIGHT SUMMARY 
 

 
 
The flight summary shows us a flight time of 9:15 with a fuel burn of 100770 kilogram. We need at least 113915 KG of fuel in our 
tanks before engine start. If we take the minimum fuel there will be approimately 13145 KG of fuel remaining in Johannesburg 
(FAJS). 
If you want to take more than the required minimum, enter the desired amount of fuel in the RLS FUEL> section and click 
Calculate again. All fuel in excess of the minimum fuel is regared as EXTRA FUEL. 
 
If you are satisifed with all data click on Flightplan to show the final OPERATIONAL FLIGHPLAN. 
 
 

Release Fuel

Flight Time (EET)

Remaining Fuel (FOA)

Fuel Burn (BURNOFF)

Minimum Block Fuel


